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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are Indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
betow show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikothrough. The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-10 in accordance with the following: 



1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A useMxmfirmation system for confirming, in a facility 
that can be used bv Presenting a recording medium n g pable of recording information, whether or 
not the facility is being used with authoriyationHrincj T^nrrtinj — ^..^ ~. fi1 h 0 of ctoring 
Information , comprising: 

an owner registration apparat us Placed in the facility and an owner confirmation 
apparatus Placed in the facility, whe r ein the owner registration apparatus comnri^ s; 

a recording medium reading part f or reading information nn a use status of the 

recording medium. 

a firstbiological Information obtaining part for obtaining first biological Information 
en^rom a-oee ^an owner of the recording medium at » n f fj rt U 70 o f ^ roco , - ^ 
ffledlum?in a case where it is determined that the recording medium is presented for a 
first time in the facility, based on the read information on the use status of the recording 
medium, and 

a usorrogistratiOB-biolooical inform ation storing p art forfe gist e ring -storino t he 
flbtainedj irst biological information in the recording rrrHiTim, nnnnirirring tho u;cr jc an 
ownor of th e recording modium: and 
the owner co nfirmation apparatus comprises: 

a recording m edium reading part for reading the information on the use status of the 
recording medium an d the first biological information: 

a second biological Information obtaining part for oht ainino second biological information 
from the owner of the recording medium, in a case w h ere it Is determined that the recording 
mediMm is presented at a second, later ti m e i n the facility, based on the obtained information on 
the use status of the re cording medium: and 

nn owner oonfirmotion ^.determining part for dntnrtinrj h > » i » Jtrnt i nformation on a 

usor at a timo of second and later uso of the r ec o rd i ng modium, and determining whether or not 
the owner at the time of the first presentation of th e recording medium is the same as the nwn Pr 
aj the second, later time of presentation of the mm q fina medium hy oomoarino the first 
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biological information stored in the recording medium with the second biological information 
obtained by the second biological inf ormation obtaining part t hn urnr n^ing th Q mmrHing 
medium io identical w i th tho ownor rogisterod in the recording medium, based on tho firot are* 
oocond biological i nformation . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A y©efKX>nfirmation system according to claim 1 , 
wherein the owner registration part -apparatus furthej^ comprises- 

a biological information obtaining part for obtaining first biological information on a uoof 
at g timo of firot us e of tho recording rnodium; 

a recording medium reading port for reading information on a uoo atatuc of the r e cording 
m e d i um} 

a read data checking part for checking whether or not the recording medium is being 
used with proper authorization, based on the information on a-the use status read in the 
recording medium reading part; and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
firot biologteaHnformation on tho uoor and t he information on a4he use status of the recording 
medium in the recording medium, and writing, in a case of use without proper authorization, 
invalidity information on the recording medium and the Information on a-the use status in the 
recording medium. 



3, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A usewnfirmation system according to claim 2, 
wherein the owner confirmation part -apparatus further comprises: 

a user b i o l ogical information obtaining part for obtaining tho cocond biolog i cal information 
on a ucorof tho recording medium; 

a record i ng medium reading part for reading an i dentifier of tho recording mediu m 
information on a uoo stato of the recording medium, and tho first biolog i ca l information on tho 

a use status checking part for checking whether or not the recording medium is being 
used with proper authorization, based on the information on a-the use status read in the 
recording medium reading part; 

a similarity determining part for calculating similarity by comparing tho cooond biologica l 
information obtainod in tho ucor b i ologica l information obtaining part with tho fi r st bioiog i ca l 
in formation road in tho recording mnrtinm mining pi* Hntr,^^ nnthori - od u ; 0 wh en th e 
similarity oxooodo a prodotorminod throchokf valuo, and<k3torm i ning unauthorized uno when ftp 
similarity io oqual to or lower than o prodotorminod threshold value ; and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
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information on a-the_u$e stat m - nnd if mnnimrt thn ^Ir g lr i l infrrrmr i tinn o n th e mm in 

tho rocording modium , and writing, In a case of use wrttiout proper authorization, invalidity 
information on the recording medium and the information on a*e_use status in the recording 
medium. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A usei^confirmation system for confirming, in a facility 
. that can be used by presenting a recording medium c a pable of recording information, whether or 
not the facility is being used with authorizatiom . irinq -> mm^ng m^ni . .™ ?n P T ib lr of - to r1 n g 
information, comprising: 

□ bio l ogical information obtaining part for obtaining first biological information on o - j t cor 
ftt a timo of first uso of tho rocording modlum: a n owner registration apparatus placed In the 
facility, an owner confirmation apparatus, and a d atabase, accessible from the owner registration 
apparatus and the owner confirmation appara tus, for staring a use status of the recording 
medium in the facility so as to associate the use status with an identifier of the recnrdinn 
medium, wherein the o wner registration apparatus comprises: 

a recording medium reading part for reading the identifier of the recording medium from 
the recording medium: 

an ownor registration part for registering tho first a first b iological information obtaining 
p_art for obtaining first biological information from an owner of the recording medium in a case 
where the database is accessed based on the identifier of the recording medium and it is 
determined that the recording medium is present ed for a first time in the facility based on the 
informatio n on the use status of the recording medium: and 

a biological information storing part for r e gistering the first biglooical information in the 
database so as to associate the first biological information with the identifier 

the owner confirmation apparatus includes: 

a recording medium reading cart for reading the id e ntifier of the recording medium from 
the recording medium: 

a second biological information obtaining part for o btaining second biological information 
from the owner of the recording m edium in a case where the database is accessed based on th* 
identifier of the recording medium, and it is determin ed that the recording medium Is presented 
at second and later time in the facil ity based on the information on the use status of the 
recording medium; and 

w a databaso dlopoood on o network, consider i ng tho user as an ownor of tho rocording . 
mod i um; on e* 

«fl owner confirmatJon fl . detennininq p art for nWnr-tinn m ^ ^ information on 3 

u rfr nt a time of ocoo n J and Igtor uco of tho m r r n r d in n modium, di i dd eterminino whether or 
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the owner at the time of the first presentation of the recording medium is the same as th R nwnor 
at the second, later presentation of t he recording medium by comparing the first biological 
information stored in the database, so as to b e associated with the identifier, with the second 
biological information obtai ned in the second biological Information obtaining part 

determining woothor or not a tjcor uoing tho recording modium is idontiogl with the ownor 
regiot e r e d in th e databooo, bas e d on th e first ond s e cond bio l ogioal information. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A wewonflrmation system according to claim 4, 
wherein the owner registration eaffc apparatua further c nmpri.^- 

o biologica l information obta i n i ng mrt fnr nhfri . nrnr, firrt Mn^j^ i jnfnrmation on □ u cor 

oto timo of firot uco of tho rooording modium; 

i 

a rooording modium - rooding part fnr miriing -in MnnHKn r tf ^ rocording m e dium; 

a read data checking part for checking whether or not the recording medium is being 
used with proper authorization, based on the information on a use state extracted from the 
database, using the identifier read in the recording medium reading part as key information; and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
first bio l ogica l information on tho usor and t he information on a use status of the recording 
medium in the database and writing, ih a case of use without proper authorization, invalidity 
information on the recording medium and the information on a use status in the database. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A usef-exwrfirmation system according to claim 5. 
wherein the owner confirmation eatf -apparatus further mmpi^g- 

a-t re e r biologica l information obtainin g pirt fnr nht-aimnj ^^ n i hin ln gi rj nl inform a t io n 
on a user of th e record i ng modium; 

o recording modium reading port fnr mirting nn irfnntifi rtr nf tnr rr ^rding med i um; 

a use status checking part for checking whether or not the recording medium is being 
used with proper authorization, based on the information on a use status extracted from the 
database, using the identifier read In the recording medium reading part as key information; 

a s i milarity determining port for calculating similarity by comparing tho cooond biologioo i 
information obtained i n tho ucor biologica l Information obtaining part with tho first b i ologica l 
information oetroctcd from tho datn hn frn n^ing thn MnnWnr . n ^ monr ding m e diu m 
reading part go key information, d n f n rm'ininrj nnthnri-mH „™ ^ rn mi? 0 X CC cdc 3 

r m r lftorm i nod throchold valuo. and dotarm i ninn im.nHhnri^ ,.^ n mr r i mihrity Cqu3 [ t Q 
orloworthan a prodotorminod threshold val u e ; and 

a recording medium writing partfor writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
information on a use status and, if required, tho cocond biologi m ! information on tho uu M-in the 
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database, and writing, in a case of u$e without proper authorization, Invalidity information on the 
recording medium and the information on a use status in the database. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for confirmin g, in a facility that can be used 
bv presenting a recording medium capable of re cording information, whether or not the facility is 
being used with authorization, wherein: 

an owner registration apparatus and a n owner confirmation apparatus are located in the 

the owner registration apparatus reads information on a use status of the recording 
medium and, in a case where it is d etermined that the recording medium is presented for a firet 
time in the facility, based on the information on the use status of the recording medium, obtains 
first biological information from an o wner of the recording medium and registers the first 
biological information; 

the owner confirmation appar atus reads the information on the use status of the 
.recording medium and the first biological information a nd, in case where it is determined that the 
recording medium is presented at a s econd, later time in the faciiitv based on the information on 
the use status of the recording medium: 

obtains second biotooical information fr om the owner of the recording medium, ap d, 

determines whether or not th e owner at the time of first presentation of the recording 
medium is the same as the owner at the secon d, iater time of presentation of the recording 
medium bv comparing the registered fi rst biological information with the obtained, second 
biological information. a- ufi e r uninrj n mmrding mnHi,.m ?f ip a bir of storing i nformatio n , 
comprising: 

obtaining first biologioal i nfo r m a tion on a ucor at a. tjmo of firot us e of the recording 
me dium; 

regist e ring tho first bio l ogical information in fhn mrniriifj medium, considoring tho uccr 
as an owner of tho recording modium; and 

detecting second biological information on th e user at a timo of cocond and lator uoo of 
tho record i ng modium. and determining whether or not tho ucor using tho recording m odium-is 
identical w i th the ownor roglotorod in tho recording modium. baoed on the firct and second 
biological information. 



8. {CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for confirming a-ttsef -. in a faciiitv that cgp 
be used by presenting a recording medium capable of record i ng information, whether or not lh» 

facility is being used with a.^-*.- ..^ n n.-^ mrr ,j„ m ff , pob|c of :ton - ng 

information, compricing.an owner registration apparat u s and an own™- confirmation ap paraf,,* 
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are located in the facility and are capable of ac cessing a database for storing a use status of the 
recording medium in the facility s o as to associate the use status with an identifier of th^ 
recording medium, comprising: 

using the owner registratio n apparatus, reading the identifier of the recording medium 
from the recording medium, and 

in a case where the datab ase is accessed based on the identifier of the recording 
medium and it is det ermined that the recording medium is presented for a first time in the facility , 
based on the information on the use status of t he recording medium, obtaining first biological 
information from an owner of th e recording medium and storing the first biological information so 
as to ass ociate the first biological information with the identifier; 

obtaining first bio l og i cal - information on g user at a tlmo of firut ugq of the record i ng 
medium; 

using the owner confirm ation apparatus, reading the identifier of the recording me^ifj^ j 
from the recording medium, and 

fn a case wh ere the database is accessed based on the Identifier of the recording 
medium and it is determined that the reporting medium is being presented a seoond. later time 
in the facility, based on the infor mation on the use status of the recording medium, obtaining 
second biological infor mation from the owner of the recording medium, and 

determining whether or not the owner at the time of first presentation of the recording 
medium is the same as the owner at the second and later Presentation of the recording medium 
by comparing reoistorina - t he storedfirst biological information in a databaso A di s pos e d on o 
n e twork, co ns id e ring (ho user ac an ownor of tho record i ng modium; and with the obtained, 
second biological information. 

detec t ing cocond b i ologica l informotion on a usorat q timo of oooond and later uso of tho 
recording m e dium, and dotormin i ng wheth e r or not tho ucor using tho record i ng modium is 
i d e ntical with tho ownor rcgictorod in tho databas e , baood on tho first and cocond biological 
information. 



9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium storing a 
program for controlling the compu ter to confirm, in a facility that can be used bv presenting a 
recording medi um capable of reco rdin g information, whether or not the facility is beino used with 
authorization, and wherein an owner registration apparatus and an owner confirmation 
apparatus a re located in the facility, bv: 

controlling the owner registration apparatu s to read information on a use status of the 
recording medium and, in a case where it fs determined that the recording medium is presented 
fo r a first time in the facility, based on the i n formation on the use status of the recording medium. 
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obtaining first biological information from an owner of the recording medium and storing the first 
biological information in the recording medium, 

controlling the owner confirmation apparatus to read information on the use status of the 
recording medium and the reco rded first biological information and, in a case where it is 
determin ed that the recording medium is presented for a second, later time in the facility based 
on the information on the use sta tus of the recording medium, obtaining second biological 
information from the owner of the recording medium, and 

determining whether or not the owner at the time of first presentation of the recording 
medium is the same as the own er at the second, later presentation of the recording medium by 
comparing the first biological info rmation stored in the recording medium with the obtained 
second biological in f ormation. to bo oxocut e d by a computer frir - mnf i -ring n r^ n ^n-notion 
method u s ing a record i ng medium oapab l o of otoring - information, tho program compric i ng: 

obtaining first biological information on o uoor at a tim e of first - us e of the - record i ng 
m e dium ? 

registering tho fir ot bio l ogical information in tho recording medium, oonoidcring tho usq f 
a s an owner of tho r e cording m e d i um; - 

d e t e cting socond biological i nformation on tho usor at a t i m e of second and later uco of 
the record i ng medium^ and determining whnthnr nr nnt »hn 1t ™nifiing the record i ng m e dium i~ 
i dontioal with tho ownor registered in tho recording medium, baood on the first and cooond 
b i ological informati oflr 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium storing a 
program for controlling the computer to confir m, in a facility that can be used bv presenting a 
recording medium capable of recordi ng information, whether or not the facility is being used with 
authorization, and wherein an o wner registration apparatus and an owner confirmation 
apparatus are located in the facility, bv: 

controlling the owne r registration apparatus and the owner confirmation apparatus to 
acpess a database for storing a use status of the recording medium in the facility so as to 
associate the use statu s with an identifier of the recording medium; 

controlling the owner registr ation apparatus to read the identifier of the recording medium 
from the recording medium and, in a case where the database is accessed based on the 
identifier of the recording medium and it is determi ned that the recording medium is presented 
for a first time in the facility, based on t he information on the use status of the recording medium, 
obtaining first biolooical information f rom the owner of the recording medium and registering the 
first biological information so as to assoc iate the first biological information wfth the Identifier; 
controlling the owper confirmation apparatus to read the identifier of the recording 
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medium from the recording medi um and, in a case where the data base is accessed based on 
the identifier of the recording medium and ft is determin ed that the recording medium is 
presented at a second, later time in the facility, ba sed on the Information on the use status of th* 
recording medium, obtaining second biological information from the owner of the recording 
medium, and 

determining whether or not th e owner at the time of first presentation of the recording 
medium is the same as the owner a t the second, later presentation of the recording medium by 
comparing the first biological Informati on stored in the database so as to be associated with the 
identifier with the o bta ined, second biological in fo rmatiori. t n hn nvnrtitnrf Dy a compu to r f o r 
r e al i zing a user confirmatinn mnthnd nvinq -i m^mi^ m"rti»m rm p nhlr n f st o ring inf o rm a t io n, 
tho program compris i ng ? 

Obtaining first hi o l nr ii n l i nfnrmntlnn nn «. umr nt^ tjmn n f fj n f mo 0 f tnc r ec ordi n g 
medium; 

r e gistering tho first h i n l ngii-ii inform otr rtl i ( n n ^ntnhfi?o d i cp oc icd on 3 netwo r k, 
oonsldoring tho uoor as an ownor of tho recording modium; 

d e t e cting oocond b i o l ogica l information on tho ucor at a timo of oocond and l otor uc o of 
tho recording modium. and dotormininrf orfinthnr nr n ^^ n , mr , r irsjn j mo o rdlng m ed iu m ic 
idontioal with tho ownor regist e red in the database, based on tho first and oocond biologica l 
in formation . . 
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